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KERAL FEETING

Venbe s and inte i~ members zare invited to the Annual Teneral

Veetins to be held on 3 Septerber zt the Visitors Centre of the

Pield Vers Wildlife Rafuse, off Tittweter Rozd, Ryde. The meet-
nee commence at 11 o'clock ani nish at 2 pem. Tiring your

e
i & fin
lunch - coffee znéd teu will be provided.

ZUSHE REGENERATICK RUSISTEL

AARR is compiling a regis b ing regenerated by member%
tezether with soccies &is of sites, 'vith phone numbers of
sntacts,can be given to n and S.ecies Lists to

Iadzline Schofield at the sent to Helen a2t 10 Stainsby

Ciose, S. Turramurrae 2074 at 154 FPowderwarks Road,

Tlanora Heights 21C1.

"EMBERSHIP FZES

¥embership fees fall due cn 1 July. To be eligible to vote at the
: ~ 40Y¥, fees of $1C can be forwarded to the Treasurer Jenny Roxburgh,

20 Burocka Street, Worthbridge 2063, or paid at thé meeting. Jenny

vill be available from 1C.3C am until the meeting commences at 11,
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BUSH REGENERATION AT WAHROONGA PRIMARY SCHOOL.

Wahroonga Primary School, widely known as "The Bush School" or
"The School in thc Trees", is situated on 3.5 hectares of land
between Burns Road and Water Street, Wahroonga. The School stands
on a high B-W ridge (about 200 metres above sea level}, and
sxperiences an annual rainfall which is consikrably greater than
that r»-corded ut Observatory Hill in the City of Sydney. The
schoo. is unusuzl in that its grounds and those of an adjzcent
reserve retain a significant area of natural wet sclerophyll

and some rainforest vegetation and the numerous trees, which exceed
30 metres in height, form a striking landmark which is visible
from many vantasze points in the northern suburbs. The soil is a
heavy clay overlying the parent Wianamatta shale. The area is a
major source of water for the northern tributary of Lovers Jump
Creek.

Today the tree population consists of Eucalyptus pilularis,
E. saliegna, and B. paniculata; Angophora costata and 4. floribunda;
Syncarpia zlomulifera with an understorey of Pittosporum undulatum
and grounicovers varying from mostly ferns on the south facing
slope %o thick shrubs on the eastern slope. Invasive weeds have
infested most of the area. This infestation ranres from slight

to very severe. A large volume of rainwater drains from the play-
grounds and floods across the bush, where it causes extensive soil
erosion. Bars, erosion-scalded scil and tree roots washed bare by
erosion have reduced ground cover and led to detcrioration of
trees. Practices such as the riiing of bicycles through the bush
and the construction of cubby houses have accelerated erosion.

Bush regeneration bagan at the school in 1982 when as part of a
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Our bush regenerztion was given a trerendous stimulus in October
last when Helen Petersen and her team arrived to begin the
restoration of the reserve zdjacent to the school. Her expert
advice, practical help and above all dauntlesscttitude have been
so encouraging that the seemingly Herculean task of restoring the
bushland at Wahroonga School now seems possible. When it is
restored, the School will have gained an invaluable resource and
both the school and the community will have gained an exquirite
:iece of bushland. ‘

Tlza Chapman Wade.

HERITAGE WEEK

During Heritage lVieek, the Hon. Bob Carr MP %¥inister for Planning
and BEnvironment opened a heritage exhibition at the Hyde Park
Rarracks. One of the aspects of this exhibition, titled Rarely
Recarded, was tushland. On the day of the opening ¥r. Carr with
the press and membersof his staff, and others, went on a bush walk
in Barold Reid Reserve in Willoughby Municipality to publicise
the,exhibiiion and Heritage Week. AABR was invited along to meet
Mr. Carr and on this occasion Toni McKay was our representative.
At the offiéial opening Heather Cooper represented us. Both
occasions were very pleasant and members will be pleased to know
that Mr. Carr was aware of AABR having met Helen Petersen, in her
capacity as Fresident earlier this year.

GLRAGR SALE

So far, apart from subs and the sale of plants at,the Museum, our only
source of incomz has been from the garage szle. Convenor Frances
Stewart, 1 River Avenue, Chatswood 2412 4775, has aready received
articles for our next sale in November. If you have anything that

you want to gzrt with, plense bring it along to the AJSM or phone
Trances to arrance delivery. If your talents lie in the direction

of plant propozation (not only natives) we would be pleased to

receive any contributions. Frances assures us she has plenty of
storage room.

by

RRANCEES

The question of branch rerbership has been broacheld by Tein !cDonald.
This matter hss been considered by the committee, which agrees in
srinciple, Legal advice iv Leing sought znd the issue will be on the
agenda =t thas AGN. If you are unable to attend =znd huve ideas on this
matter, would you rlease direct ther %o the Secretary.




DISCOVERY ROOM AT MUSEUM _ 11/12 and 18/19 ATRIL
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This was our third display at the Museum and wus even bette
efore., We are collecting some very interesting material ~with which
0 publicize bush regeneration. TRush Regenerutors take Care of tre
'ush is one of our theres. Ways of retting this mnessage zcross inelud
shotographs of reseneration work, purticularly before and after,

2 dirplay of weeds in Yush? with the emphisis on garden escapes,
colouring-in sheets with a conservation theme, posters, 2 sume,

native plants for sale, and -ocems and drawings by children. Nembers
are on hand at all times to give information on bush reseneration and
to sell plants.

o~

o+

H

and

Once again Frances Steswart 4id =z marvellous joh of co-oriirating.
She,Pal Costin a2nd Elza Tade worked very hard to set up the display
with the help of Nargaret Booth . from Wahroonga School, who supplied
drawings and poems Jdone by her pupils. The lovely work of thes
children and drawings and posters from children at Warraee School
Caused a great amount of interest.

Fern Levack's colouring-in sheets were a great hit as usual., We kept
running out of them.

Sally Fisher from Wirreanda Nursery organized the plants for sale.

Jan Perry's posters and banners were very eye catching and colourful,
as were Madeline Schofield's excellent photographs.,

Helen Levack, Heather Cooper, Janet Fairlie-Cunngnghame, GwenWilson,
Bill Jones, Noela Kirkwood, Lisa Napoli, Jenny Roxburgh, Margaret
Beavis, Helen Petersen and Toni licKay were on hand to man the exhibit-
ion, with Shirley and Bob Slatyer and Frances doing the dismantling.
Thanks to everyone concerned for making this exhibition such a success.
We have heer. invited again for early next year.

BUSH RESGENERATION REQUESTS

As interest in bush regeneration accelerates the Association foresees
receiving requests for help from groups and individuals. To be able to
deal with these, the committee would 1like to hold a list of members
interested in assisting in this work. Please let the Secretary know

if you would like to be on the Tigst,

CONGRATULATIONS

Bruce Rodrie has been zcting ir a temporary position at Ulladulla with
the NP & WS. TProm 1 July he takes up a parmanent position in the
Southern Region as a Park Ranser, based at Nowra. His area of responsi-
bility will be the recently crested Vinnamurra National Park.



Helen Petersen has besun work as z Consullani-Supervisor with a
CEP team in the Dalrymple Fay Nature Zeserve-Browms Field.

Madeline Schofield has been appointed to the position of Supervisor
of bush rerereration at the Jordorn Bat Tolony., The Committee recently
received @ grant to carry out this work. )

Yoela Kirkrood and Bill Jones huave annource?d that thiey #1113 be married
on 1 August a2t the Tield of Wars Wildlife Refurse.

Robin {Ruchanan),Tom snd £im Yunson weicome Jessica Yeon Vee, bYorn
in Decembher 19%6.

Congratulations from all AABR members.

THINKING 0% ROWING GAEKTAY :

Gahnia is a sedge-like perenniel herbt up to 2m. tall, from the

Cyperaceae family, commonly call "Swor:  Grass". It has z feather,
a

inflorescence, somewhat similar
but darker and more stringy. I
ineluding creekx surrounds. The s
black when ripe, depending on t Toki
currawongs. To collect, I wait until the seeds are full size and
easy to dislodge with the fingers before cutting off the fronds,
then strip the seeds with their husks attached. PRub these between
2 sheets of sundpaper (mine =re fitted to wooden boards) to remove
husks, and to scratch the hard seed toat so that water can penetrate
and germination begin. Sifting and/winnowing will separate out the
%eed from the husk and dust. <ow into> a2 clean container, using a sandy
and cover with the same, until ths seds can no longer be seen.
s on a clean surface out of the dirsct sun, to avoid 3drying out.
r «when necossary to keep moist. Germination may toke some
hs, so don't be hasty in throwing out the seed tray. Tube up
1

s %rass (now a noxious weed)
1 f.and in damp rlaces,

e nlump reéd-orown or brovm-
s and food for birds such as

}-d
&)

: zrze enoush to handle. %Store seed in a clean, 1xbe led naper
baz or envelope if not sowir ; immediately. Seed will loose ita

viability with time. OSahkniz s, is lovzliy, loeczl and worthwhile
ZLOXINIZy S0swewse r0Cd JuCK. 4o

MEMBERSHIPS

Since the last meeting we have gained the following members.
This steady growth is most encouraging. We now have members
in the Blue Mountains, the Central Coast, West Wyalong and
the Lismore area.

Tein McDonald Foundation
Van Klaphake Full

Gwen Wilson Associate
Jenny Simons Associate
Rosemary Joseph Full
Graham Swinsburg Full

Welcome to membership of AABR
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QIS PEARNERATION IN THE BLUE MOUNTAINS

Lust year an interested group in the Blue Yountains arranged
& bush T2sen2ration Outrcach Course through TAF™. Robin
Ruchanan 2nd Toni McKay went to Katoorba to conduct a 2 day

- course and to wisit some of the sites where the group had been

working. They decided to concentrate thzir efforts on the bush

at Tcho Foint which is in need of kelp, 2nd where they would be
visible and misht attiract financial help. ‘Work has been suspended
over the winter ronths due, of course, to the ccld, but the

nt
team Lopes to set back on the job soon.

Susanne Sardner wae pleased to re-ort thut a CEP team, with
mju Vanamois as Supervisor, is pow working at Sovetts Leap
in an area where the volunteers had worked previously.

HOY TO REVOVE TRALDESCANTIA. °
Mow it!

Flavio Ferri, who is a full-time regenerator with Lane Cove
Council, uses, in some areas, a combination of mowing/boisoning
hand weeding. The results can be seen at Smoothey Park, Freewich,
Article to follow.

ARPICLES FOR THR NEWSLUTTER

As you will =ee £rom this and the last newsletter, contributions
from members are trickling in, with interesting articles from
Elza Wade, 3ill Jones and Sally Fisher.

One of the aims of AABR is to inform. What can you tell us about-

.- auccesses with poisoning

— more eccnonic ways of working
- new tools

propogation

~ other

Please share w»i'h us your experiences und vrowledce. The Jecrctary
willwelcome uny contrizutions.




EASY BUSH ALKS

Some time ago & Council Community bus driver who takes elderly
people on short excursions asked me if T knew any suitadble bush
arecas where she could take her passenzers. Her regquirements

are a flat short track to a view, vista or pleusant place where
che could seat 10 or more people. Although she doesbring some
chairs, some segting would be nccessary. Other groups are more
mobtile and can walk 2 longer distance. It was suggested at a
meeting of AABR that we produce a booklet on different grades of
walks. Finances don't permit this at the moment but the work
could begin. The booklet could inclule skort bush toums on which
to tuke overseas visitors. Give it some thought, and if you have
any ideas, submit them to me at the present until a comnittee is
convened.

Toni McKay *

WAHROONGA SCHOOL PROJECT

Students of Wahroonga Public School (the Bush School in Elza
.Wade's article) are involved in a project which aims to provide
locally indigenous trees for the Bathurst area., In all 18 areas
are to get trees for planting on public land to replace trees
lost by clearing, farming and development. The pupils recently
potted on nearly 3,000 seedlings. These will be cared for by the
children and protected in a shade house until they are ready '
be taken to Bathurst later this year to be hardened off, and then
planted. According to Prof. Carrick Chambers, director of the
Royal Botanic Gardens (The Northern Herald 25-6-87) the loss of
trees in Australia is a serious problem which would not be
rectified if NSW farmers planted 90m. trees a year. The children
of Wahroonga Public School are setting a wonderful example to
others. i .

CAMPING WERKEND

At the end of March some AABR members zud “riends spent a
relaxing two days explorinz gorges and rock formaticns of the
Newnes Plateau. Included was a walk through the glow worm tunnel
and along the remains of the track of the railway line which
serviced the shale mines in the valley.

Our thanks to Henry Fairlie-funinghame for leading us through

such fascinating country und for sharing his knowledge of z2nd
interest in the area.

Heather Cooper







